Evidence for inheritance of medullary sponge kidney.
Medullary sponge kidney (MSK) is associated with recurrent calcium stones. Gambaro's group evaluated the relatives of probands with MSK. When prior imaging was not available, they performed renal ultrasounds. They demonstrated familial clustering, providing the best evidence yet that MSK is a heritable disorder. Although a small proportion of MSK cases are associated with variants of glial cell-derived neurotrophic factor (GDNF), the genetic basis for most instances of MSK is not known.